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direct it in the other great crisis of his career, the struggle against the 
Second United States Bank [II, 583]. 

With the exceptions pointed out, lack of brevity and of proportions, 
Professor Bassett has written an admirable biography. But, as said 
before, it is A Life of Andrew Jackson pure and simple, practically no 
account being taken of the social and economic questions of the day 
except as they became live political issues confronting the administra- 
tion between 1829 and 1837. Finally, and what seems more strange, 
Professor Bassett does not choose to attempt an explanation of the origin 
and development of that democracy of which Andrew Jackson was at 
once a product and an exponent. 



Ben j. B. Kendrick. 



Columbia University. 



Economic Beginnings of the Far West. By KATHARINE Coman. 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 1912. — Two volumes: xix, 
418; ix, 450 pp. 

Works on the general history of the West are so rare that a new 
treatise awakens unusual attention. In some measure the scarcity may 
be attributed to the inclination of most writers to regard the develop- 
ment of the United States as a process inherently associated with the 
original thirteen commonwealths. Whatever occurred beyond their 
limits is presumably incidental. A more cogent reason is the one 
that rises out of the difficulty of finding the sources for the preparation 
of any such work. This task of discovery, in the case of the area be- 
tween the Appalachians and the Mississippi, is far from easy; but the 
search for material bearing upon the country between the Mississippi 
and the Pacific is harder still, particularly since so little secondary 
material of value is available. 

If Professor Coman's volumes are intended to be a serious contribu- 
tion to scholarship, the facts just stated have great force in determin- 
ing an estimate of it ; but if they are designed to furnish a westward 
continuation, so to speak, of Roosevelt's Winning of the West, 
criteria of another sort must be employed. An examination of the 
work shows that it falls somewhere between the two purposes, with a 
decided balance in favor of the second. The reader who enjoys inter- 
esting narrative, agreeably and even graphically told, about the way in 
which the West beyond the Mississippi was discovered, explored and 
occupied, will find it here presented. In fairness, therefore, to such 
a reader, no less than to the author, any allusion to defects that dis- 
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turb the "special student," who is, after all, the lesser beneficiary, 
must be kept within bounds. 

The subject matter is divided into five parts. In the first volume , 
which bears the title " explorers and colonizers," the themes treated 
are " the Spanish occupation " and " exploration and the fur trade," 
bringing the story substantially to the opening of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. The second treats of " the advance of the settlers," "the trans- 
continental migration" and " free land and free labor," closing the 
recital about i860. In each part the arrangement is chronological, 
geographical and topical. Both volumes are well illustrated. 

Frankly , the reviewer cannot understand why a political history of 
the region between the Mississippi River and the Pacific Ocean, from 
early times to the eve of the Civil War — for such is essentially the char- 
acter of the work — should be called " Economic Beginnings of the Far 
West." Former usage, also, of a geographical term hardly justifies a 
confusion of its present meaning. The relegation of foot notes to the 
end of the volume, there to be arranged under part and chapter head- 
ings and followed by bibliographies similarly put together, seems an un- 
reasonable concession to the "general reader." Nor is it clear why 
some of the most important and accessible materials, alike original and 
secondary, are nowhere mentioned, or why the geographical environment 
in which the economic beginnings developed is practically ignored. 
To numerous assertions in the preface, moreover, no less than to many 
in the text, a historian must take decided exception, whether they be 
the views of a " mere economist" (preface, page viii), or not. 

W. R. Shepherd. 

Lord Durham's Report on the Affairs of British North America. 
Edited with an Introduction by Sir C. P. Lucas. Oxford , Clarendon 
Press, 1912. — Three volumes : 335 ; 339 ; iv, 380 pp. 

The revival of interest among Englishmen in the oversea dominions 
has led to several republications of the famous Durham Report on 
political conditions in Upper and Lower Canada in the decade that 
preceded the Papineau and Mackenzie rebellions of 1837. Timely 
and serviceable as these republications were , none was characterized by 
the fullness and completeness which give chief value to this new 
edition. The first of the three volumes is introductory, written by the 
editor ; the second is devoted to the Report itself ; the third contains 
Charles Buller's sketch of the mission, here published for the first time, 
and reprints of all the appendices to the Report which are likely to be 
of any value to students of Canadian constitutional history. 



